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Why it matters

Children are the pet owners of tomorrow and it's
essential they leave school with a basic understanding
of how to respect and care for animals. This can be
achieved by including animal welfare as a mainstream
topic in the National Curriculum. Such teaching
would have additional benefits to a child’s emotional
development, enabling greater discussion and
understanding about caring for others, empathy and
responsibility.

Cats Protection’s commitment to animal
welfare education

Across the UK, Cats Protection volunteers provide talks to
children in schools, youth organisations and community
groups to help them learn how to care for cats. Our
dedicated website at education.cats.org.uk is packed full
of resources for teachers and fun, educational activities
for children.

What the government can do

1. Include animal welfare in the National Curriculum for
all children.

2. Commission research into the links between animal
welfare education and preventing problems of
animal cruelty and neglect, and reducing anti-social
behaviour in adults.

3. Assess the case for including animal welfare in the
National Curriculum as part of the 2020 review of the
Department for Education strategy 2015-2020.
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“Our talks outline the
five welfare needs

and through stories,
props and discussion,
promote responsible

pet ownership. The
children love finding out
how the basic welfare
needs apply to both
humans and animals. The
regular feedback from
talks shows that the
audience enjoy the talks
and that the messages
are followed up in
discussions about animal
welfare and responsible

pet ownership.”

- Jenny, Cats Protection

volunteer



http://education.cats.org.uk

The benefits

Helping children understand responsible
pet ownership would improve some of the
biggest animal welfare issues impacting on
society. This includes the increasing number

e improving pro-social behaviours and

empathy®@®9, |n children as young as
three, discussing animals enabled them
to develop their capacity for empathy,

of abandoned and unwanted cats, as well
as cases of cruelty.

increasing their ability to relate the
needs of animals to the needs of
people(®

Research on the effectiveness of animal
welfare programmes shows wide-ranging
benefits to the personal development of
young people, including:

* in older children (9-11 years), teachers
reported a significant increase in pro-
social behaviours such as friendliness and
showing empathy and compassion for the
feelings of others®

* increasing animal welfare knowledge("37
and improving attitudes towards
animals®@7.9

y

In 2019 Cats Protection gave 1,500 cat
welfare talks to 41,000 adults and children.

For further information about our advocacy work visit
www.cats.org.uk/timeismeow or email advocacy@cats.org.uk

1 Aguirre, V, & Orihuela, A (2010). Early Childhood Education Journal, 38(1), 27-31.

2 Arbour, R, Signal, T, & Taylor, N (2009). Society and Animals, 17(2), 136-148.

3 Coleman, GJ, Hall, MJ, & Hay, M (2008). Anthrozoos, 21(3), 271-284.

4 Hawkins, RD, & Williams, JM (2017). Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science, 20(3), 240-256.

5 Jamieson, J, Reiss, MJ, Allen, D, Asher, L, Wathes, CM, & Abeyesinghe, SM (2012). Animal Welfare, 21(1), 65-75.

6 Mariti, C, Papi, F, Mengoli, M, Moretti, G, Martelli, F, & Gazzano, A (2011). Journal of Veterinary Behavior: Clinical
Applications and Research, 6(1), 12-20.

7 Orihuela, A, Aguirre, V, & Lakestani, N (2015). Society and Animals, 23(4), 363-378.
8 Samuels, WE (2018). International Journal of Educational Research, 91(January), 49-64.
9 Samuels, WE, Meers, LL, & Normando, S (2016). Anthrozoos, 29(4), 597-610.

10 Svensson, AS (2013). Preschool Children Development Empathy Througt Individualized Materials Problems of
Education in the 21t Century.

11 Tardif-Williams, CY, & Bosacki, SL (2015). Anthrozoos, 28(4), 587-600.

National Cat Centre, Lewes Road, Chelwood Gate, Haywards Heath, RH17 7TT

Reg Charity 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland). | COM_5645 REOEECHION



